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Motivations for Reading Questionnaire
21st Century Community Learning Centers

Instructions to the person administering the questionnaire.
The Motivations for Reading questionnaire is six pages long. It should take 30-40 min to administer.
Carefully record each student’s NAME and ID number in the spaces provided. Use the 6-digit SIMS number. 

Each item in the questionnaire presents a statement, to which students are to respond by circling one of the boxes containing a “1,” “2,” “3,” or “4.”  If they feel a statement is reflective of themselves they should circle “4,” (A lot like me). On the other hand, if the feel the statement is not at all reflective of themselves the should circle “1” (Very different from me). Alternatively, some students may feel that a statement is sort of reflective of themselves in which case they should circle “3;” other students may feel a statement is not very reflective of themselves, in which case they should circle “2.”

In many situations it may be best way to administer the questionnaire by reading the items aloud. 
The questionnaire should NOT be administered by the students’ own mentors/group leaders.

Because some students may need some help with this, an example has been included. For this example ask children to indicate whether they like getting out of bed early in the morning. If they “really like getting out of bed early,” they should circle the box containing the “4”. On the other hand, if they “really do not like getting out of bed early,” they should circle the box containing the “1.” On the other hand, if they “kind of like getting out of bed early,” they should circle the box containing the “3.” Alternatively, if they “kind of do not like getting out of bed early,” they should circle the box containing the “2.”
Motivations for Reading Questionnaire
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Name:________________  ID Number________

In the following questions circle the answer that best applies to you.  

Example
	Example: I like getting out of bed early in the morning.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


If you really like getting out of bed early in the morning, circle “4 (A lot like me).”

If you really do not like getting out of bed early in the morning, circle “1 (Very 
different from me”.

If you kind of like getting out of bed early in the morning, circle “3.”

If you sort of don’t like getting out of bed early in the morning, circle “2.”

	1.  I like hard, challenging books.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	2.  I know that I will do well in reading next year.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	3.  I do as little school work as possible in reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	4.  Grades are a good way to see how well you are doing in reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	5.  If the teacher discusses something interesting I might read more about it.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	6.  I read because I have to.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	7.  I try to get more answers right than my friends.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	8.  I am a good reader.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	9.  I often read to my brother or sister (or someone else).

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	10.  I read stories about fantasy and make-believe.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	11.  I have favorite subjects that I like to read about.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	12.  My friends and I like to swap things to read.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	13.  I read to learn new information about topics that interest me.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	14.  I learn more from reading than most students in class.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	15.  I read about my hobbies so I can learn more about them.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	16.  I like to read about new things.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	17.  I like having the teacher tell me I read well.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	18.  I like being the best at reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	19.  I enjoy reading books about people in different countries.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	20.  My friends sometimes tell me I am a good reader.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	21.  I like mysteries.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	22.  I like to get compliments for my reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	23.  I sometimes read to my parents.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	24.  I make pictures in my mind when I read.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	25.  I always do my reading work exactly as the teacher wants it.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	26.  I don’t like vocabulary questions.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	27.  Complicated stories are no fun to read.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	28.  I am happy when someone recognizes my reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	29.  I feel like I make friends with people in the books I read.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	30.  My parents often tell me what a good job I am doing in reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	31.  Finishing every reading assignment is very important to me.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	32.  I talk to my friends about what I am reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	33.  I look forward to finding out I am doing in reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	34.  I like to help my friends with their schoolwork in reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	35.  I read a lot of adventure stories.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	36.  I read to improve my grades.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	37.  My parents ask me about my reading grade.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	38.  I enjoy a long, involved story or fiction book

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	39.  I like to tell my family about what I am reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	40.  If the project is interesting, I can read difficult material.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	41.  I like it when the questions in books make me think.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	42.  I usually learn difficult things by reading.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	43.  I always try to finish my reading on time.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	44.  If a book is interesting I don’t care how hard it is to read.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	45.  I like to finish my reading before other students.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	46.  I like being the only one who knows an answer in something we read.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	47.  It is important for me to see my name on a list of good readers.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	48.  I don’t like reading something when the words are too difficult.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	49.  I am willing to work hard to read better than my friends.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	40.  I don’t like it when there are too many people in the story.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	51.  It is very important to me to be a good reader.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4


	52.  In comparison to other activities I do, it is very important to me to be a good reader.

	
	Very different from me
	A lot like me

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
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