Multigenre Projects: Getting Started in the Classroom
(Inspired by Writing Without Boundaries by Youngs and Barone)
Multigenre projects are composed of a variety of genres woven together to fashion an overall impression or message; the threads work together to create a story. Remember, narrative knowing shows and doesn’t tell…integrate and interpret by blending the cognitive with the emotional!

· We grow in our ability to craft a writing genre by being immersed in the opportunities to READ that genre; students eventually select mentor texts.

· READ: Exploring and investigating multigenre books-reading across different genres

· Impressions, Connections, Wonderings

· Genre Discussion Guide

· Genre

· Ideas on voice

· Language used in this genre

· Characteristics of the genre

· What is the perspective?

· Who is telling it?

· What can this genre do that other cannot?

· Eventually, students will read multiple texts (genres) centered on a single topic.

· WRITE across many genres and think about asking the following:

· What is the purpose of this writing genre?

· What are the facts I wish to share about this topic?

· How will this genre ( ________ ) help me to convey these facts?

· The __________ genre allows me to ______________________________________________________________________________________________.
· Provide students with resource folders or notebooks and provide many literary models!

· In the resource notebooks, you may choose to divide the notebook or folder into sections.

· For example, you may want to begin by analyzing the different sections of the newspaper.

· Have students identify different sections (feature story, editorial, want ad, sports, etc.) and cut out examples, paste them on different colored construction paper, and then place them in protective sleeves. Time for Kids is also an excellent source for feature/news articles!

· Another section in the notebook may be different types of poetry, and another diary/journal entries, travel brochures, monologues, dialogues, interviews, etc.
· Think about what each genre of writing allows the author to do…why did they choose that particular genre of writing to share their information? What is their purpose in writing? Who is their audience?
· One section of their notebook may include drafts of their writing.

· You may also want to include a section for “research notes.”
· REMEMBER: As we support students in understanding each writing genre, organizing their information, and planning each piece of writing, we are inviting them to write with a purpose, an authentic voice, and a passion!

Creating a Multigenre Project WITH Students

1. Choose a topic that you and your students know something about; please choose a topic in which they will be interested!

2. Next, begin a KWL or Facts, Questions, Interpretations Chart. Ask the students to share facts they know about the topic and then have them generate questions they wish to find out and research. 

3. Organize their questions! From these questions, help students create headings or subtopics so that they are not simply writing down random facts. 

· For example, let’s take Blackbeard the Pirate…

· The information may be organized into the following categories:

· Early Days

· How did his career as a pirate began-his first step in piracy?
· His pirate ship-What was her name? How did he acquire his ship? What kind of ship was she? What was life like on board a pirate ship?

· What kind of person was Blackbeard?

· How did he help the NC colonists?

· His greatest accomplishment…?

· What was the end of his life like? How was Blackbeard captured? What about his legend?

4. Next, provide students with opportunities to research and gather the information.

5. After students have gathered information, brainstorm the genres of writing with which they are familiar and specifically focus on genres you have written this year. You may also wish to introduce students to new genres of writing at this time.

6. Discuss with students how you can transform the information you just gathered into new and exciting genres of writing. 

7. Go back to:
· How will this genre ________ help me to convey these facts?

· The __________ genre allows me to _____________________________________________________________________________________________.
8. Choose 3-5 genres and create the pieces with the students. This is an opportunity to engage in shared writing with your students!
9. For example: 

· You may wish to discuss life on board The Queen Anne’s Revenge (Blackbeard’s ship) through a diary entry or entry from the ship’s log kept by a navigator or other pirate. Here you incorporate another perspective or point of view. Discuss why a diary/journal entry would be an appropriate genre.

· I POEM on Blackbeard written from his point of view

· WANTED POSTER for Blackbeard 

· Feature article or newspaper article written about Blackbeard’s capture. Why would this be an appropriate genre?

· Letter…who would write a letter, to whom would they write (audience) and why would they write a letter (purpose)? What kind of letter would it be?

· Editorial written from the perspective of a colonist…

· Haiku written about the sea

· Limerick about pirates or Blackbeard

· Dictionary of Piratical and Nautical Terms

· View of Blackbeard and his “lighted beard” from the captain of an overtaken ship-written as a journal entry.

REMEMBER: Students self-select topic or component of topic.

· For example, if you are unable to invite students to research any topic of their choice, then a component topic may be the way to provide some choice. If you are studying life cycles of animals, and you have just led them through one creature’s life cycle, then invite them to select the animal of their choice if possible.

· Please keep in mind the beginning of the Multigenre Project is very important! The first piece of writing should truly grab the reader and bring her into the project. For example, if I am researching Elizabeth “Bessie” Coleman, I may begin by describing the view from the cockpit of my inaugural flight. I may then include a photograph which is the springboard for a poem of some form. 
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