People don’t see themselves as writers because they believe they have nothing valuable or of interest to say to others.

Donald Graves
Journal/Notebook Writing

[image: image1.wmf]Personal journal writing can be a means of validating each child, of saying to each child that what goes on in your life is important, that what you think and feel is relevant, and that everyday events are the things writers write about. Children are full of stories, regardless of their backgrounds, but many of them don’t know they have stories to tell. An encouraging teacher can help bring out children’s stories and celebrate them. In doing so, we affirm our students, build their self-esteem, and encourage them as writers.
Regie Routman- Invitations: Changing as Teacher and Learners K-12 (p. 197-199)

In teaching writing, remember that you as a caring, knowledgeable teacher are responding to a live, sensitive person…Listen with your heart as well as your mind, and you will know what to say and do. 
Regie Routman- Writing Essentials
We cannot teach writing well unless we trust that there are real, human reasons to write.

Lucy Calkins- The Art of Teaching Writing
In the workshop children write about what is alive and vital and real for them—and other writers in the room listen and extend and guide, laugh and cry and marvel.

Lucy Calkins- The Art of Teaching Writing

If our lives don’t feel significant, sometimes it’s not our lives, but our response to our lives, which needs to be richer.










Theodore Roethke
Benefits of Journal/Notebook Writing

· Promotes fluency in writing and reading

· Encourages risk taking

· Provides opportunities for observation, discovery and reflection

· Validates personal experiences and feelings (everyday experiences)

· Provides a safe place to write

· Promotes visible thinking

· Promotes the development of written language conventions

· Provides a vehicle for evaluation and a record of writing
· Provides an opportunity for writers to find significance
Getting Started: Ideas and Demonstrations

· Teachers model and demonstrate by sharing books and talking about topics they could write about.
· Teachers stress that they write about things they know and care about.
· Teachers write in front of students, then pause and comment on the surprises 
· Remember something you may have forgotten
· See relationships among things
· Communicate something in a new way
· Identify a new problem
· Find a fallacy in your thinking
· Discover something you hadn’t thought of before
Choosing a Topic: Write about what matters to you!
If you want to choose a topic well, ask the following questions:

1. Do you care about the subject?

2. Can you tell a lot about it?

3. Can you include appropriate and interesting details?

· Creating an Authority List  or an Expert List
· Brainstorming: whole class, small group, pair, individual
· Soliciting topics from parents
Topics that may be of interest to your students:
· Favorite animal or pet

· What I love

· Favorite Food

· Favorite Place

· What I worry about

· What I am an expert at

· The best thing I ever did

· What I dislike

· Secrets

· Recipes

· Advice
Focus

· Choose a topic that you know about and care about
· Focus on one aspect of the topic
· Show/explain what happened
· Include how you feel about what happened.
Brainstorming strategy for focusing:

· List all the subtopics to go with topic

· Then choose subtopic and write about it in an interesting way.
[image: image2.wmf]You never know how a day is going to turn out. Some days you wish you’d never gotten out of bed. Some days you feel like you’re walking on air. And some days are in-between. I’m going to keep a notebook for a year, collect a bunch of days, and see what I end up with. I’m hoping that if I look at a whole year of writing, there’ll be more good stuff than bad.






Amelia’s 5th-Grade Notebook by Marissa Moss

In language arts Mrs. Bender taught a lesson about keeping a journal, and then each student made a small booklet to write in during the week away. “We shall do our best to make observations original, interesting and accurate.”

A Week in the Woods by Andrew Clements- p. 103


Organization and Management

Scheduling

Responding to Journals/Sharing Journals-Notebooks
Assessment-6 Trait Descriptions for Journal Writing 


	Dialogue Journals


	Personal Journals

	Double-Entry Journals


	Reading Logs

	Dream Diaries


	Simulated Journals



	Learning Logs


	Travel Journals

	Literary Response Journals


	Writer’s Scrapbooks

	Other


	Other




· Learning Logs, Literary Response Journals or Response Journals are often used to evoke responses to the literature. These may be used after the students have read a selection; students generally write their thoughts and reactions in a log or journal. These journals serve as the springboard for thoughtful discussions about the reading selection. For example, students may be reading silently several chapters from a Diary of a Wimpy Kid. Students would finish the reading and respond in their logs or journals. Then students would form small groups to discuss the literature, using their journal entries as the impetus for their conversations. 

· These responses could be open-ended, or they could be the result of an idea prompt. Students should also be encouraged to jot down questions, connections, feelings, or words/ideas to be clarified.

· Another option is for the teacher to guide students through the reading and then have students respond to the reading in their logs or journals. The following day, the teacher would begin the reading lesson by having students discuss their log or journal entry. This is an excellent way to review the reading completed the day before. These journals also work well for independent reading material.
· Examples of open-ended questions/statements may include:

1) What do you notice about the book/story? (Impressions)

2) What do you wonder about? (Wonderings)

3) How does the story make you feel? (Feelings)

4) What does the book remind you of from your own life? (Personal Connections)

5) What other books/characters does the book remind you of? (Literary Connections)

6) What special meaning or message does the book have for you? (Theme)

7) What was the most important part of the reading?

8) What do you think will happen to ____________?

9) What is your favorite part of the reading?

10) What else do you have to say about what we’ve just read?
11) The most important thing I learned today was___________

12) Questions I have are_________________________

13) My feelings about today’s experiences are____________

14) What I thought would happen and what really happened was__________


[image: image3.wmf]Write about what you know. 
[image: image4.wmf]Observe carefully and pay attention to the details.
[image: image5.wmf]Find poetry in your pudding—a new way with old words.
[image: image6.wmf]Use your imagination.
[image: image7.wmf]Ask the question, “What if?”
[image: image8.wmf]Add a little bit of action.
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