Reading/Writing Workshop

poetry

In today’s reading/writing workshop, you will begin exploring the possibilities of poetry by learning about and then creating different types of poems:  Found Poems, Concrete Poems, Acrostic Poems and Haiku. 
Found Poems: Like art created from recycled items, found poems are made of recycled words, words that have already been “used” by other writers. These poems are a natural link to reading because their foundation is PRINT!

One way to create a Found Poem is to find interesting words or phrases in a variety of printed texts--magazines, newspapers, catalogs, books, advertisements, flyers—and then cut them out.  The words and phrases have specific shapes and weights and textures and colors.  They create a visual as well as verbal impact.  The writer works with the pieces of type, rearranging them to create different poems.  When the writer is satisfied with her idea, she pastes the words onto paper. [A Kick in the Head pp. 42-43]

Concrete Poems:  Like Found Poems, Concrete Poems create visual as well as verbal images for readers.  The shape or form of a Concrete Poem is an essential dimension of its message. The visual representation provides a framework to read the poem. Notice how the arrangement of words or letters is used to create a specific effect. [A Kick in the Head pp. 38-39 and Flicker Flash]

Acrostic Poems:  An Acrostic Poem makes use of a key name or phrase that is written vertically.  Each line of the poem begins with a letter in the key word.

[A Kick in the Head pp. 36-37 and Silver Seeds]

Haiku Poems:  A haiku usually describes a scene in nature and includes a seasonal reference. The haiku originated in Japan about 800 years ago. Each haiku contains 3 unrhymed lines and includes a total of 17 syllables, arranged in lines of 5, 7, and 5 syllables. 

[A Kick in the Head pp. 14-15]

Senryu: Follows the same pattern as a haiku, but this “haiku with an attitude” is about human nature rather than the natural world around us. [A Kick in the Head pp. 16]

You are invited to create 3 of the following: found poem, concrete poem, acrostic poem or a haiku. Please bring a draft of these poems to our next class meeting.
Be sure each poem has been carefully crafted, demonstrates considerable effort, and incorporates the specified poetic elements. 
Acrostic or Haiku, Concrete, and Found Poem 
Each poem should be representative of its respective form and demonstrate considerable effort.
______/10 points Acrostic or Haiku

                        ______/10 points Concrete

                        ______/10 points Found 
RE 5130

2007

1

